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Voyage of 
Discovery 


A sumptuous bill of holiday fare 
awaits you this year... across the sea... 
in Northern Ireland. Its beautiful coasts 
and countryside . . . its majestic mountains 
and picturesque fishing villages, tranquil 
rivers and lakes and tumbling waterfalls, 
broad stretches of golden sands washed 
gently by the summer Atlantic, inland 
hills and valleys, historic cities, old | 
market towns and the most modern § 
holiday coastal resorts. Sports and | 
entertainments ? . . . Ulster’s famous 
golfing greens, tennis courts and bowling 
greens, yachting, car and motor cycle 
racing, tours, angling (Ulster is the fisher- 
man’s paradise), horse racing .. . theatres, 
cinemas, music, and summer holiday 
shows. And such good food and wonder- 
ful hospitality everywhere, in modern 
hotel or country farm. A voyage of 
holiday discovery, whether you come by 
sea or air. 
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... for full-colour illustrated 


N. I. HOLIDAY GUIDE 


and Accommodation List send 6d. P.O. to 


eee TS 


Room 85, TOURIST INFORMATION 
CENTRE, 6 Royal Avenue, BELFAST. 
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Consult your Travel Agent 
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f this man painting the Fence is a good man at his job he will see 
that both sides are painted well. The other side is just as important 


as the side you see. 


In Northern Ireland there are, like the Fence, two sides. They 


are to be found in its activities, its Social life and its Market. Like 


the painter you cannot afford to cover one side and ignore the other. 


“‘The other side’’, to employ a phrase often heard in Northern 
Ireland, is well covered by the “IRISH NEWS"’. In fact it has sole 


coverage. Though it has contemporaries it has no rivals. 


If you want to get into the Northern Ireland market on the 
other side, or maintain your hold upon it you must use the “‘IRISH 
NEWS"’. For a hundred years it has served its customers well. At 
its Centenary Celebration it demonstrated their satisfaction in 


unmistakable fashion as we passed the hundredth milestone, 


The “IRISH NEWS" marches on, still young, still prosperous. 


Join in the prosperous march along with it. 


WRITE OR TELEPHONE FOR SPECIMEN COPIES AND RATE CARDS. 


Avish News 


Phone 25486-7 


London : ” Glasgow : 
177-178 FLEET STREET, E.C.4. 31, NORTH FREDERICK STREET, C.l. 
Telephone : Fleet St. 8497 Telephone : Douglas 3839 
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Your 
“SILENT” 
NALESMAN 
In 
ORTHERN 
RELAND 


An integral part 
of the 
United Kingdom 


Read in the homes of every hamlet, village, 
town and city throughout the whole of this 
important industrial and commercial territory 


Belfast Celeqrap 


Office - ROYAL AVENUE, BELFAST 
London Office - 112 FLEET STREET. E.C.4 
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LORD BROOKEBOROUGH 


of Northern Ireland 


AS an integral part of the 
United Kingdom, Northern 
Ireland continues to make a 
valuable contribution to the 
national economy. The total 
volume of our trade in 1954 
was worth £552 million includ- 
ing exports to the value of 
£269 million. 

That is an eloquent figure when 
related to a population of less 
than 1,400,000. It was the 
highest on record indicating in 
some measure the extent of the 


success already achieved by the 
government's development pro- 
gramme. 


Optimism justified 


Despite the quickening tempo 
of industrial expansion, a com- 
paratively high rate of male un- 
employment remains a formid- 
able economic problem. I feel 
confident, however, that the con- 
tinued application of the govern- 
ment’s special “aid to industry” 
policy and the efforts of the newly 
formed Northern Ireland 


HE recently published pre- 
liminary results of the 
Census of Production for 1954 
show that during the year, 
employment in industry in 
Northern Ireland reached the 
highest level so far recorded. 

Some 212,000 persons were 
employed by firms making 
returns, representing an increase 
in the total labour force of 7,000 
over the previous year and of no 
less than 53 per cent above the 
level recorded in the last pre-war 
census of 1935. No firm esti- 
mate can be made for 1955 but 
the evidence available suggests 
that industrial cxpansion con- 
tinued. Unemployment during 
last year was lower, on average, 
than in any year since 1951 and 


3 


Prime Minister 


Development Council will go a 
long way towards finding a satis- 
factory and lasting solution. 

Although no one under- 
estimates the urgency of this 
matter, it would be more than 
foolish to allow it to obscure the 
very real economic progress that 
has been made in the post-war 
years. 

A potent factor in the 
government’s successful drive 
to diversify the industrial 
structure by attracting new 
industries has been its far 
sighted and imaginative policy 
of building advance factories 
and leasing them to manufac- 
turers at pre-war rentals. 
Already, we have had 160 new 
undertakings or expansions to 
existing concerns, with products 
ranging from turbo-alternators 
to optical lenses, activated 
carbon to nylons, oil drilling 
equipment to confectionery. 

It is most encouraging to note 
that several of these newcomers 
are American firms ; more invest- 
ment by United States industrial 
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A special message to 
‘ADVERTISER’S WEEKLY’ from— 


interests would be welcomed. 

Of the “traditional” industries, 
linen (our most valuable dollar 
earner) has perhaps had the 
hardest furrow to plough. Faced 
with powerful competition from 
man-made fibres, it has shown 
keenness and enterprise in adapt- 
ing itself to changing conditions 
and in its search for new markets. 


Fighter progress 


In aeronautical development, 
Northern Ireland is well to t 
fore. It has recently been an- 
nounced that a new vertical take- 
off fighter has been designed by 
Short Brothers and Harland at 
their Belfast works and the first 
flight will probably take place in 
the near future. The government 
is keeping in close touch with de- 
velopments in the field of atomic 
energy—a field from which we 
may reasonably expect consider- 
able industrial benefits in the 
future. 

Perhaps most 


the significant 


event of 1955 was the formation 
of the Northern Ireland Develop- 


Industrial grants can be 


ment 
leadership of Lord Chandos. 
head of 


under the able 
As 
the British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd., Lord Chandos 


Council, 


has already shown his confidence 


in the economic future of 
Northern Ireland. In addition to 
establishing an £8 million factory 
at Larne, County Antrim, capable 
of employing a permanent labour 
force of over 3,000, he and his 
colleagues of the great BT-H 
concern are considering an addi- 
tional plant which would give em- 
ployment to 2,500 workers. 


No greater compliment could 


be paid to the stability of 
Northern Ireland. 
With industrial expansion in‘ 


Great Britain becoming more and 
more restricted by the shortage 
of man power and suitable sites, 
Northern Ireland is keenly alive 
to its opportunities. We shall 
continue to pursue our economic 
problems with vision and vigour 
in the sober belief that for this 
small part of the UK the best is 
yet to be. 


tailor-made 


to suit individual applicants 


the Northern Ireland Ministry of 
Labour's estimates of insured 
employees for mid-year showed 
an increase of 3,000 over the 1954 
figure. 


Ships and planes 


_ Among the main established 
industries the engineering grou 

—including ship building, aircraft 
production and a wide range of 
other manufactures, has con- 
tinued to share in general United 


Kingdom prosperity. The total 
gross tonnage of ships launched 
by Harland & Wolff, in Belfast 


(122,000 tons) during the 
year was, as usual, the highest 
among UK _ = shipyards and 
exceeded the 1954 level. 


The aircraft industry, which 
was at one period affected by 


says LORD GLENTORAN, Minister of Commerce 


the Comet disasters and subse- 

quent cancellation of contract 

work, is now busy on contracts 
for the new Bristol Britannia 

(of which 21 are now on order 

from Belfast), and is expand- 

ing its activities in the field of 
electronics. 

Important expansion schemes 
have recently been announced by 
firms engaged in the manufacture 
of tabulating machines, gramo- 
phone equipment and spectacle 
frames and lenses, and several 
engineering _ firms new to 
Northern Ireland have announced 
their intention of starting produc- 
tion here, including the Birming- 
ham Small Arms Company, the 
Mission Manufacturing Company 
(an American organisation 


specialising in equipment for the 
oil industry) and G, W. 


B. Fur- 


naces, a subsidiary of Gibbons 
(Dudley) Ltd. and Wild-Barfield 
Electric Furnaces Ltd. 


Compensating 
development 


In the midst of this general 
expansion a sad note was struck 
some months ago by the decision 
of Fairbairn Lawson, Combe 
Barbour Ltd. the well-known 
textile machinery manufacturers, 


to close their Belfast works after 
their long association with 
Northern Ireland. The disap- 


pointment felt at this decision has 
since been allayed, however, b 
the welcome news that the Well. 
man Smith-Owen Engineering 
Corporation Ltd., of Darlaston, 


- @ Continued on page 4 
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Special messages from Belfast 


and Londonderry civic leaders 


R. J. R. Harcourt, 
Lord Mayor of Belfast 


ELFAST, as the Capital 
City of Northern Ireland, 
and its industrial centre, has 
been gratified to learn of the 
setting up of the Northern 
Ireland Development Council, 
under the chairmanship of 
Lord Chandos. 
Our main industries, such as 
linen, ship building, rope making 
and tobacco, are world famous, 


and our products carry the hall- 
mark of quality to all corners of 


the earth. It is very desirable, 
however, in view of the unem- 
ployment problem, that new in- 
dustries should be attracted to 
our Province, and that manufac- 
turers should be aware of the 
facilities available. 

It is in this connection that 
Lord Chandos and his council 
have a most important part to 
play, and we feel sure that they 
will succeed in their enterprise. 
They are certainly assured of the 
good wishes of all sections of the 
community. 


Samuel S. Dowds, 
Mayor of Londonderry 


i gives me great pleasure to 

send greetings to the busi- 
ness people of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland through 
the medium of ADVERTISER'S 
WEEKLY. 

In Londonderry, centre of the 
shirt and collar manufacturing in- 
dustry, the employment of female 
labour is predominant, and 
through the columns of your 
journal I welcome the oppor 
tunity of bringing to the notice 
of industrialists employing male 


labour the advantages of estab- 
lishing an industry in this city. 

The charges for electricity, gas 
and water, all of which are in 
abundant supply, compare fav- 
ourably with those elsewhere. 
The city also has plenty of skilled 
and semi-skilled male labour, and 
ample road, rail, and sea trans- 
port facilities. 

I am confident we can meet 
your requirements. 

The theme in Northern Ireland 
for 1956 is “development,” and 
to all business firms I wish 
success and prosperity. 


Wide range of government grants 
to encourage manufacturers—continues 


are taking over the works and 
foundry as a going concern and 
that there is a good chance of 
employment actually being in- 
creased. 


The Northern Ireland textile 
industry is still predominantly 
concerned with linen although it 
continues to become more diversi- 
fied. During the past year, for ex- 
ample, a new undertaking for the 
production of tyre cord fabric 
started production using rayon 
produced by the large postwar 
Courtaulds establishment at 
Carrickfergus, Co. Antrim. 


It is estimated that linen 
goods to the value of £15} 
million were sent overseas dur- 
ing 1955, including a substan- 
tial proportion to the United 
States and the industry hopes 
that recent changes in the inci- 
dence of purchase tax on tex- 
tiles and clothing will stimulate 
further demand for linen in the 
home and, indirectly, overseas 
markets. 


Problem of unemployed 


Although industrial activity is 

robably greater than at any time 
Catare in peace time it is not to 
be forgotten that Northern Ire- 
land still had nearly seven per 
cent unemployment in December 
last year. 


This problem is being tackled 
with renewed vigour by the 
Northern Ireland government 
through its efforts to encourage 
further industrial development. 
Over 27,000 jobs have already 
been provided since the war by 
firms established or undertaking 


schemes of expansion with the 
assistance of my ministry, and a 
further 14,000 are expected to re- 
sult over the next few years from 
the further development of these 
and other new _ undertakings 
which are contemplating the 
establishment of factories in 
Northern Ireland. 


During last year alone, nego- 
tiations were completed with 
firms which should provide nearly 
3,500 new jobs. My ministry has 
a large factory building pro- 
gramme planned to cope with 
these latest developments and this 
will be extended as required. It 
will continue to include a propor- 
tion of factories built in advance 
of demand (and thus likely to be 
available at comparatively short 
notice), a umique feature of 
government - financed factory 
building in the UK. 


Government factories may be 


let on favourable terms to manu- 
facturers offering substantial 
employment for men. Other 
inducements include generous 
grants towards capital expenditure 
on plant and machinery and (if a 
manufacturer builds or acquires 
his own premises) buildings. 
Under the Capital Grants to 
Industry Act my ministry at 
present offers virtually automatic 
grants of 25 per cent of the cost 
of new building work or plant 
and machinery, whether incurred 
by new or long-established firms 
and regardless of the employment 
contemplated. 


Under other legislation we can 
work out a tailor-made scheme 
of help to suit the individual 
applicant, including special aid 
towards such costs as those 
incurred in transferring equip- 
ment to Northern Ireland. 


The government now has a 


An artist's impression of the complete “Purity” brand sausage and 
ham garden factory of Belfast Food Products Ltd. The latest extension 
which has been carried out can handle another 3,000 pigs a week. 


Work in progress at the factory 
of Fox's Glacier Mints Ltd., 
located at Castlereagh, Belfast. 


powerful ally in its efforts to 
encourage industrial development 
in the shape of the new Northern 
Ireland Development Council, 
which has been established “to 
promote new industries and to 
reduce unemployment in 
Northern Ireland” and _ which, 
under the energetic chairmanship 
of Lord Chandos, is already 
doing a great deal to increase 
knowledge of Northern Ireland 
among industrialists in Great 
Britain. 


The future plans of the council 
are discussed in another part of 
this ADVERTISER'S WEEKLY sup- 

lement and I shall not, there- 
ore, discuss them in this article. 
The government, for its part, will 
continue to make the maximum 
financial and other help available 
to new and expanding industry. 
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ib contrast to the position in 

other parts of the United 
Kingdom, Northern Ireland's 
main industry is agriculture. 
In this small area, comparable 
in size with Yorkshire, we have 
some 81,000 farm holdings 
which directly or indirectly 
give employment to approxi- 
mately half our total popula- 
uion. 


Mixed farming is the rule, the 
emphasis being on livestock and 


livestock products. Our agricul- 
tural industry produces sub- 
stantial quantities of food 


surplus to our home requirements 
and most of this surplus is 
shipped to Great Britain. 


Last year, for example, the 
value of our agricultural produce 
shipped was in the region of 
£47,500,000, the principal items 
contributing to this total being— 
eggs and poultry, £14,392,000 ; 
bacon and ham, pigs and pig 
carcases, £15,473,000; fat cattle 
and sheep, £7,739,000; canned 


foods and milk products, 
£5,960,000 ; and potatoes, 
£2,920,000. 


Importance of quality 


The sale of this surplus at re- 
munerative prices is an impor- 
tant factor in the maintenance of 
a reasonable standard of living 
for our farmers. All sections of 
the farming community are 
therefore alive to the importance 
of maintaining the highest 
possible standards of quality. 


It was principally with the 
object of ensuring high quality 
standards that our government 
introduced, in pre-war days, a 
series of legislative measures 
dealing with the marketing of 
our main commodities. Al 
though during and for some 
time after the war, quantity 
had to take precedence, the 


Turning now to some aspects 
of the 1955 agricultural scene, I 
must give pride of place to the 
weather. Last year (so different 
from 1954) will be long remem- 
bered for its exceptionally fine 
summer and autumn, which 


provided the most trouble-free 
harvesting 


conditions farmers 


5 


food marketing 


have experienced for more than 
a decade. But the farmer, if not 
the townsman, will also remem- 
ber the cold, wet spring which 
delayed planting and retarded 
growth. 


Apart from that perennial 
topic, the weather, marketing has 
been, as in other parts of the 
UK, the major preoccupation of 
Ulster agriculturalists during the 


past year. Apart from fatstock, 
particular attention has _ been 
focused in Northern Ireland 


during the year on the marketing 
of pigs, milk, potatoes and eggs. 


Reviving confidence 


The Pigs Marketing Board, 
which resumed operations on the 
de-control of pigs in July, 1954, 
indicated in its 21st annual re- 
port that its activities in coping 
with the abnormal glut in market- 
ing in the autumn of 1954 in- 
volved a loss exceeding £760,000. 
This loss has since been gradually 
made good and I am glad to see 
that the board discerns signs that 
the confidence of pig producers is 
reviving. 

That this may be so is due in 
no small part to the activities of 
the board which has done a fine 
job in this first trying period of 
de-control. The extension of 
bacon curing facilities which it 
initiated in conjunction with 
other activities and the absence 
of marketing gluts during 1955 
give promise of renewed confi- 
dence in the future prospects of 
this important part of our indus- 
try. 

On April 1, 1955, the control 
and marketing of milk, previously 
a concern of my ministry, was 
transferred to the newly-formed 
Northern Ireland Milk Marketing 
Board. The quantity of milk sold 
in the last year of government 
control was 95,200,000 gallons as 
compared with 40,400,000 gallons 
in 1939/40. 


Many changes in the marketing 
and utilisation of milk have taken 
place in the past 15 years and one 
can only hope that, under the 
control of the Milk Marketing 
Board, the demand for this pro- 
duct will at least be maintained. 


The 1955 potato crop was the 
first to be sold under free market 
conditions since the outbreak of 
war. Conditions for the disposal 
of the crop have been particu- 
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Quality is the watchword in 


By the Rev. ROBERT MOORE, MP, 


Minister of Agriculture 


larly good and almost all the seed 
crop and the greater part of the 
surplus ware had been sold by 
the end of the year. Seed potatoes 
produced in Northern Ireland 
make their contribution to the ex- 
port drive, being shipped 
regularly to three continents. The 
development of our seed potato 
trade over recent years is at once 
a tribute to our growers and also 
illustrates the very high standards 
of quality and dressing demanded 
by our marketing legislation. 

During the year Ulster shipped 
over £13 million worth of eggs to 
Britain. With this commodity, 
as with potatoes, our domestic 
legislation imposes high standards 
of quality by means of a licensing 
and inspection system. Because 
objections to the proposed Egg 
Marketing Scheme for the UK 
are at present under considera- 
tion, it would not be appropriate 
for me, at this stage, to comment 
on the future marketing of this 
commodity. I am, however, 
aware that the Ulster Farmers’ 
Union enthusiastically supports 
the proposed scheme. 


Feeding stuffs position 


In general, trends in production 
have followed the same pattern 
as in Great Britain. A small but 
encouraging step towards greater 
self sufficiency in the animal feed- 
ing stuffs position has been 
achieved with an increase of 
approximately 28 per cent in the 
amount of silage made. The 
heavy imports of feeding stuffs 
are, however, a matter of con- 
cern and I am glad to have the 
support of the Ulster Farmers’ 
Union in my call for a greater 
acreage under the plough in the 
present year. 


Because of the relatively heavy 
rainfall in Northern Ireland, 
adequate drainage is of especial 
importance in improving the pro- 
ductive capacity of the land. 
Large and small scale works have 
been in progress in recent years 
but many desirable improvements 
to small watercourses cannot be 
undertaken until larger works 
have been completed. It is now 

roposed to lower the level of 
pees Neagh, the largest area of 
inland water in the British Isles. 


This Lough, at which five of 
the six counties of Northern 
Ireland meet, serves a catch- 


ment area of 1,900 square miles 
and it is estimated that the pro- 
posed lowering of the level will 
directly benefit some 


Contrary to the position in 
other parts of the British Isles, 
forestry in Northern Ireland is 
a function of the Ministry of 
Agriculture—a fact which no 
doubt helps to explain why our 
progressive afforestation pro- 
gramme has advanced without 
engendering a forestry versus 
agriculture controversy. 

Our aim is to establish 150,000 
acres of state forest capable of 
producing a sustained yield equal 
to current imports of 30,000 
standards of timber annually. 
Over 86,000 acres have already 
been acquired. At the outbreak 
of war, 14,400 acres had been 
planted, but the rate of progress 
has been increased since the war, 
some 22,000 of the 40,500 acres 
now planted having been added 
in the past 10 years. 

One of the main factors affect- 
ing progress is the rate of acquisi- 
tion of suitable land. The re 
serve of plantable land at present 
owned or occupied by my minis- 
try is approximately 20,000 acres, 
sufficient for a further eight 
years’ work at the current plant- 
ing rate of 2,500 acres a year. 


Other considerations 


Because most of the land ac- 
quired lies in the poorer agricul- 
tural areas, the development of 
the afforestation programme (em- 
ploying a labour force of just 
over 1,500 men) makes its con- 
tribution to the relief of the twin 
problems of unemployment and 
rural de-population. Although 
the programme is, to a large ex- 
tent, guided and governed by 
economic considerations, other 
aspects have not been over- 
looked. 


Last June our first Forest Park 
was opened to the public at Tolly- 
more, not far from Newcastle, 
where the Mourne mountains 
meet the sea. Our people have 
a certain reputation for being 
industrious and  hardheaded. 
That we are not altogether with- 
out the ability to appreciate the 
beauties of nature will, I thé 
be admitted by any visiting this, 
our first Forest Park. 
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Great Opportunities 


for development 


says LORD CHANDOS, 


. chairman, Northern Ireland Development Council 


ORTHERN Ireland is 
a part of the United 
Kingdom. The notable ability 
and energy of its people are 
one of our national assets. Its 
economy is part of ours, and 
makes an important contribu- 
tion to our national resources. 
Its problems are our problems. 
Its progress helps us all. 

A markedly higher rate of un- 
employment exists in Northern 
Ireland compared to Great 
Britain—the monthly average 
during 1955 was over 32,000 men 
and women, or 6.7 per cent of 
the insured labour force. 


In present circumstances this 
is not a private difficulty for 
Northern Ireland : it is a state 
of unbalance between the parts 
of the UK which both must be 
concerned to put right. 


In Britain we cannot find 
either the men or resources to 
do all we are anxious to do. In 
Northern Ireland they cannot at 
present find enough work for all 
their people, and there are 
capital facilities on offer. This 
disparity is particularly sharp at 
present when we have what is 
now called “brim-full employ- 
ment” in Britain: but even in 
more normal conditions and in 
the long term there is bound to 
be a great tide of demand press- 
ing upon our industry. 


Benefit to economies 


Thus, the achievement of a 
better balance between the 
economies of the two regions 
will be a benefit to both, as well 
as to the individual firms who 
actually correct the unbalance 
by transferring projects of 
expansion from one region to the 
other. 

Let me, however, add _ this. 
There could be no greater mis- 
take than to regard Northern 


COVER PICTURE: Lord Brooke- 
borough, Prime Minister of 
Northern Ireland, receives a 
silver trowel before laying the 
foundation stone of the office 
block of the new British 
Thomson - Houston turbine 
works at Larne. Lord 
-Chandos, extreme right, chair- 
man of the BTH Company 
and Associated Electrical 
Industries, looks on. 


Ireland as some sort of depressed 
area. It is on the whole, even 
to-day, a thriving community 
with a highly developed 
industry. 

To-day, there are in Northern 
Ireland actually 80,000 more 
people at work than there were 
before the war—an increase of 
nearly a quarter. All this 
growth has taken place in in- 
dustry, and the _ industrial 
population is half as big again 
as it was in 1939. The value of 
trade passing through Northern 
Ireland ports is 2.5 times what 
it was nine years ago, and 
exports of machinery have nearly 
doubled. 


In Britain’s present state of 
labour shortage, the unemployed 
in Northern Ireland are more 
wisely and truly regarded as a 
potential asset than as a perman- 
ent liability. 


Manageable task 


The problem is not of vast 
dimensions — but it is certainly 
not one to be trifled with. Pro- 
ductive work at good wages is 
going to be found for the bulk of 
these people so that they can live 
full lives and make the contribu- 
tion they all want to make to 
their country’s prosperity. 

The most hopeful and the 
quickest prospect of growth for 
Northern Ireland will be found, 
I believe, in the establishment 
there of new productive plants 
and the extension of existing 
ones, 

I am firmly ded that 
many British and American 
firms will find advantageous 
opportunities in Northern Ire- 
land, In telling the public why, 
I regard myself as serving the 
interests not only of Northern 
Ireland, but of industry as a 
whole, 


I have this claim on the atten- 
tion of other industrialists: the 
British Thomson-Houston Com- 
pany, of which I am the chair- 
man, is now established on a 
large and growing scale in 
Northern Ireland. After a 
thorough scrutiny of every side 
of the question, we moved in with 
confidence and I am more than 
happy with what we have found 
there. 

First, among the advantages, 
are the workers themselves—and 
it is one of the outstanding advan- 


tages of Northern Ireland that the 
workers are there and ready to 
take jobs. 

Secondly, there are their 
natural gifts and aptitudes. They 
are diligent, capable people, not 
many of them initially skilled in 
the technical sense, but very re- 
sponsive to training, as the mana- 
gers of scores of Northern Ire- 
land plants are ready to testify. 


I know of one factory in a 
rural area employing people 
who grew up on farms and had 
never been in industry: after 
short periods of training they 
are turning out a high-grade 
technical product with great 
SUCCESS. 

Moreover, they make keen and 
loyal workers. Absenteeism jis 
low and, although there are no 
exact comparative figures of 
labour turnover, industrialists in 
a position to know say that it 
is no more than a small fraction 
of the level in Great Britain. 

Relations between labour and 
management are good. So far as 
available statistics can be com- 
pared, the record during the past 
few years has been more favour- 
able than for the UK generally. 
The serious labour troubles 
experienced in Great Britain in 
the early part of 1955, for 
instance, did not affect Northern 
Ireland directly, and only a very 
small number of working days 
were lost through disputes during 
the whole of last year. 


High productivity 


The great majority of manage- 
ments will tell you—and we have 
begun to publish the evidence in 
our advertisements—that their 
rate of output is as high as (and 
in quite a number of instance, 
higher than) that which is found 
in the corresponding plants and 
on similar processes in Great 
Britain. I have yet to hear of 
a management of any of the 
newly established factories which 
has a serious complaint to make 
of its labour: the great majority 
praise it warmly. 

Many of the forms of manu- 
facture established in Northern 
Ireland are technically of an 
advanced kind—precision instru- 
ments, glass fabrics, optical glass, 
electronic equipment in some of 
its most refined forms, highly 
developed chemical processes, 
and so forth. 

An enlightened policy of tech- 
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nical education in the colleges 
and universities is fitting a grow- 
ing number of the population to 
play their future part in an indus- 
trial community of high technical 
status and skill. 

The success of the plants and 
factories established since the 
war is almost uniform. There 
have been over 100 of all types 
and sizes, including some of the 
best known names in British 
industry—names_ like Cour- 
taulds and the Metal Box Com- 
pany, Lotus Shoes and Triang 
Toys, the British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd., and Nestlés. 
There have also been 75 

assisted schemes of expansion. 
These new and expanded plants 
have added over 25,000 to 
Northern Ireland's employed 
labour force, and already the 
majority of them have reached or 
exceeded the target figures for 
their labour forces which they set 
themselves when they began. On 
all hands one hears of extensions 
and projects for extension. 

In addition to the inherent ad- 
vantages I have mentioned, the 
Northern Ireland government 
also offers some striking induce- 
ments to firms to establish them- 
selves there. These are both 
financial and physical—on the 
one hand capital grants, loans 
and facilities on a very generous 
scale, and on the other excellent 
factory sites and buildings, tailor- 
made or off-the-peg. Under the 
government's __ factory - building 
programme there is to-day work 
on hand and planned that will 
cost some £7 million to £8 
million. Over £5 million has been 
paid by the government in grants 
to industry since the war. 


Publicising the facts 


Our primary task, therefore, is 
to bring the facts about Northern 
Ireland to the knowledge of in- 
dustrialists in the UK and abroad 

particularly in the United 
States. We are fortunate in that 
the Northern lFreland govern- 
ment has been attacking its 
economic problems vigorously 
for some years. After thorough 
examination the Northern Ire- 
land Development Council is con- 
vinced that its task will be made 
immeasurably easier by the fact 
that it has a success story to tell. 

The council met for the first 
time five months ago. Toward 
the end of January we launched 
an advertising campaign in 
carefully selected _ national 
newspapers and magazines. In 
these advertisements industrial 
leaders are giving facts and 
figures, based upon personal 
experience of the setting up of 
new factories and plants with 
the help of the government, of 
the quality of the workers, of 
successful operation at satisfac- 
tory levels of productivity. 

In the months ahead the coun- 
cil will explore and use all the 
powers of persuasion it can com- 
mand. It is the council’s hope 
that its efforts in the front line 
will be supported with growing 
vigour by both native and new in- 
dustry in Northern Ireland. 
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1857-1956 


ONE HUNDRED 
YEARS 


For 100 years Gallahers have manufactured 
tobaccos and cigarettes of the highest quality 
and the finest value for money. 

That the popularity of their products grows 
continuously is a happy reflection on the 
outstanding quality of Gallaher brands, 
which have now been enjoyed by four 
generations of smokers. 


GALLAHER 


Limited and Associated Companies 


TOBACCO, CIGARETTE AND SNUFF MANUFACTURERS 


BELFAST © MANCHESTER #® LONDON 
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‘Advertiser’s Weekly’ Market Research 


Team survey— 


Market with a broadening 


range of employment 


A GLANCE at the map will 

at once give a fairly clear 
idea of the physical character- 
istics of Northern Ireland. The 
area as compared with that of 
the Irish Republic is small, and 
amounts in all to 5,238 square 
miles—about one-sixth of the 
total area of Ireland. 


However, on the basis of popu- 
lation, Northern Ireland, with 
some 14 million inhabitants, com- 
pares favourably with Eire’s 

pulation of about twice this 
og It is therefore not sur- 
prising to find that equally the 
density of population at one per- 
son to between three and four 
acres in Northern Ireland, exclud- 
ing Belfast, is higher than in Eire 
where, including towns, it is one 
person to about six acres. The 
distribution of the population is 
shown in an accompanying table. 
(See page 10.) 

Before turning to a review of 
the various industries and devel- 
opments in the past year, the 
broadening of the range of em- 
ployment as illustrated by the 
official returns of the distribution 
of the insured population is 
worthy of interest. 


Workers in agriculture 


Agriculture, one of the three 
traditional industries, which calls 
on the labour of more than 
130,000 people, is only poorly 
shown in the returns, because a 
large majority of those engaged 
in the industry are individual 
farmers and their relations. Thus 
the estimate of about 18,000 
workers represents but a fraction 
of those working on the farms. 


During the three years to June, 
1954, the number of employees 
attached to agriculture, to the 
linen industry and to transport 
and communications has de- 
clined. For several branches of 
manufacturing industry the 
number rose, the most noticeable 
increases being in vehicle manu- 
facture and repair, and other 
engineering. 

The introduction into Northern 
Ireland of the new textile manu- 
factures is reflected in a rise in 
the numbers employed in textiles 
and clothing other than linen, this 
roughly off-setting the decline 
shown for linen. 


The gross yearly output of 
agriculture in Northern Ireland 
is estimated at about £90 million, 
of which more than 50 per cent 
is shipped abroad. Minimum 
wages for a man aged 20 years 
and over vary from £5 13s. Od. 
per week in County Fermanagh 
to £5 15s. Od. in Londonderry and 
£6 in parts of Counties Down and 
Antrim. These levels compare 
with the £6 15s. Od. to which the 
minimum wage was recently 
raised in England and Wales, and 
a claim has been made in Ulster 
for another 10s. per week. Mech- 
anical equipment on farms is 
increasing and electrification con- 
tinues. 

Shipments of livestock and 
agricultural produce totalled some 
£474 million in 1955 and details 
are given in table on page 10. 


Effect of weather 


The bad weather and scarcity 
of good fodder combined to 
depress milk yields in the early 
part of last year; however, 
as in England, the hay crop was 
good, but root crops were not so 
bountiful as in the previous year. 

Acreage figures in recent years 
have .. general fallen. 


Packaging cigarettes at the factory of Gallaher Ltd., Belfast. 


reported to be the 

recorded since 1847, 

records were first kept. 

The downward trend in cattle 
population which was arrested 
in 1954 was resumed in 1955, 
and the total number at 905,980 
was a reduction of almost four 
per cent on the previous year’s 
figure. 


lowest 
when 


Agricultural exports 


Shipments of fat cattle declined 
in value to £6,726,000. This 
represented approximately 104,000 
head, and of this about 40 per 
cent was shipped in the first six 
months of the year. 

As regards the potato market, 
the 1955 crop was the first to be 
sold under free market conditions 
since the outbreak of war in 1939. 
Shipments of seed were 87,000 
tons and shipments of ware pota- 
toes may amount to 150,000 tons 
in the full season. From July 1, 
1954, the Pig Marketing Board 
took over the responsibility of 
marketing bacon pigs, and up to 
March 31 of last year, more than 
one million pigs were bought, of 
which some 265,000 were sent to 
Great Britain. 

In the linen industry conditions 
were not easy in 1955, and while 
home and foreign competition 
was desperately keen, the export 
trade was additionally handi- 


The 


cigarettes are placed in a hopper which allows five to fall through at a 
time. Two rows of five are then automatically pushed into the carton. 
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capped by import restrictions 
and quotas in many markets 
throughout the world. 

The Ministry of Labour 
monthly returns dealing with em- 
ployment in the linen, cotton and 
rayon textile industries in 
Northern Ireland show that in 
1955 the average number of 
workers unemployed was 3,428, 
as compared with 2,378 in the 
previous year. 


Varied results 


Work in the spinning section 
during much of the year was un- 
even, and unemployment ranged 
from 1,204 in January to 4,144 in 
April, but was down again to 
1,322 in November. However, 
in the weaving section the 
monthly average total of un- 
employed at 880 (January- 
November) compared favourably 
with the figure of 1,176 in 1954. 

Yardages and values of linen 
cloth shipments to overseas 
markets have been estimated at 
a lower level in 1955 than in the 
preceding year, and figures for 
recent years, quoted in the 
Belfast News Letter, are repro- 
duced in accompanying tables. 
Concerning individual foreign 
markets, another table shows 
exports by volume to the United 
States and Commonwealth 
countries. 

The importance of the overseas 
markets and changes in the 
percentage of exports going to 
the main areas are reflected in 
further tabulation. 

One of the newer fibres now 
manufactured in Northern Ire- 
land is rayon, which, in its 
early stages, was regarded as a 
rival to linen. Views have now 
changed to the extent of its 
being regarded as an auxiliary, 
and it is interesting to read 
that during 1955 the Courtauld 
factory at Carrickfergus gave 
continuous employment to 
more than 1,200 workers. 

A large proportion of the 
yarn produced there went to the 
Dunlop tyre factory at Derry. 
Although most of Ulster’s textile 
production is still linen, about 
one-third of all loomstate cloth 
contains some proportion of a 
man-made fibre. 


New factories proposed 


As regards cotton, recent de- 
velopments include the proposed 
creation of a cotton weaving 
factory at Irvinestown (in con- 
junction with the Northern 
Ireland government) and a 
factory at Donaghadee for 
textile production—including the 
use of man-made fibres. 

The artificial fibres are 
steadily growing in importance 
and reports of a high level of 
activity at Belfast Ropeworks 
mention that, in addition to the 
traditional manufactures (mainly 
from sisal and manila) there is 
an increasing demand for pro- 
ducts of man-made fibres, in 
particular, nylon ropes. The 
company is also developing its 
interest in carpets, especially 

@ Continued on page 10 
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We at McConnell’s have the distinction of being the only advertising 
agency that is truly “ on the spot ” both in Ireland and Great Britain. Through our network of 
offices we are able to give our clients the benefit of years of experience both in Irish and in 
English markets. ... able to bring to bear that accurate knowledge of business conditions 
that makes for successful promotion of the widest range of products. If you, or your friends, 
need this kind of advice—whether in Belfast and the Irish provinces or in London and the great 
commercial centres of Britain—we’ll be happy to place ourselves . . . at your service. 


<== 


Cc. E. McCONNELL 
CHAIRMAN OF THE McCONNELL GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Whitehall Buildings, Ann St. Telephone Belfast 25414/5 
St. Stephen's House, $.W.1. Telephone Whitehall! 5081 
Publicity House, Pearse St. Telephone Dublin 73141 

24 The Strand. Telephone Derby 49321 

25 Princes Drive. Telephone Colwyn Bay 2889 

95 Pilgrim St. Telephone Newcastle upon Tyne 21405 
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Orders for ships and planes 


ensure the future 


those made from materials other 
than wool, including sisal. 

During the year 1955, accord- 
ing to figures released in mid- 

cember, Harland & Wolff 
launched 14 merchant ships, 
aggregating 152,706 gross tons, 
and built engines totalling 
153,480 ihp. 

These e the com- 
pany at the top of British ship- 
building output returns for the 
10th successive year, and it was 
the 16th successive year in 
which more than 100,000 gross 
tons of merchant vessels were 
launched in one year. 

The tonnage is slightly below 
last year’s figure, but at Belfast 
11 ships, totalling 121,687 tons, 
were launched, compared with 
10 ships of 120,087 tons in the 
previous year, while three ships 
of 25,705 tons were launched at 
Govan. 

There was a substantial carry 
forward of naval and merchant 
work from the previous year. 
Among the naval vessels de- 
livered were a fast replenishment 
tanker for the Royal Australian 
Navy and four coastal mine- 
sweepers for the Royal Navy, 
while at the end of the year 
work was proceeding on a light 
fleet carrier for the Royal 
Canadian Navy and on two 
frigates and a number of coastal 
minesweepers for the Royal 
Navy. 


Ship repair progress 
The shipyards have received a 
fair share of new orders placed 
by owners which will ensure 
employment for some time. The 
ship repair section has dealt 
with a steady volume of normal 
repairs, while on the engineering 
section contracts are in hand for 
marine diesel engines for instal- 
lation by other shipbuilders and 
also on a number of diesel 
engine sets for land installations. 
The Harland & Wolff people 
provide employment for about 
20,000 people and steady em- 
ployment in the industry is an 
important factor in the economy. 
Under construction in Belfast at 
the time of writing were 21 ships, 
totalling 240,140 tons, and the 
managing director of the firm 
stated recently that the vessels 
now being built and those on the 
order book will keep the ship- 
yard busy until the end of 1957. 
At the aircraft factory in Bel- 
fast of Short Bros. & Harland, a 
high peak of employment is ex- 
pected to be reached, following 
the anneuncement on January 9 
that an order had been received 
for five more Britannia Mark 250 
aircraft for the RAF Transport 
Command. The total number of 
these aircraft now on order is 


20, of which 13 are of the Mark 
250 type and seven are Mark 300 
models. 

The chairman of the company 
announced in December that 
about £500,000 was to be spent 
in the near future on extra fac- 
tory space at Queen’s Island to 
cope with orders for Britannias 
and other large aircraft, and it 
is expected that eventual produc- 
tion capacity will be 75 Britannias 
a year. 

As the production lines increase 
in momentum, a gradual increase 
in staff is expected—at the 
moment about 8,300 workers are 
employed in the firm’s various 
factories in Northern Ireland. 


Progress in 
power 


GALES of electricity to con- 
sumers rose in 1954 by 
about 80 million units. 

During the year 7,200 new 
rural and 6,400 urban con- 
sumers were connected, while of 
the rural consumers, 2,200 were 
farmers, bringing the total of 
farm consumers to over 10,000. 
The new power station at West 
Twin Island, which will have a 
capacity of 240,000 kW. by 1960 
and will cost about £18 million, 
was officially opened in May last, 
and a new generating station near 
Belfast has been approved to be 
ready for operation in the early 
1960's. 

On September 27 the Prime 
Minister laid the foundation 
stone of offices for the new £8 
million turbine factory of the 
British Thomson-Houston Co. at 
Larne, and in December Lord 
Chandos, chairman of the com- 
pany, said in Belfast that he and 
his colleagues were seriously con- 
sidering the establishment of a 
new plant in a different section of 
their industry and permanently 
employing about 2,500 workers. 
The scheduled date for comple- 
tion of the Larne factory may be 
advanced as a result of the pro- 
gress made last year. 


Sports car production 


Plans for the production of a 
new two-seater lightweight sports 
car were announced at the end 
of December by Rex McCand- 
less, the Ulster motor racing and 
trials driver. The car, to be 
known as the “McCandless,” will 
be built at Belfast where Mr. Mc- 
Candless and his brother have 
motor engineering works. 

The importance of the engin- 
eering industry to the economy 


The Mountains of 
Mourne provide 
the background 
for this typical 
Northern Ireland 
scene. According 
to official  statis- 
tics, well over 
300,000 tourists 
came in from 
Britain and over- 
seas countries last 
year. 
Photo by J. Allan Cash 


valued at £22 million (almost 

double the figure for 1946) 

went to the vital export market. 

A new factory near Belfast, 
built by the government, was let 
last year to an important United 
States producer of oil drilling 
equipment. Employment is ex- 
pected eventually to be nearly 500 
men and the saving $14 million a 
year in the buying of equipment 
from the US by British oil com- 
panies. A new printing factory 
has been opened at Castlereagh, 
Belfast, and about three-quarters 
of the output is sold direct to the 
American market; the remainder 
—mainly technical books—is for 
British publishers. 


Facilities for development 


As was reported in ADVER- 
TISER’S WEEKLY'S survey of the 
Midlands (November i1, page 
67), firms in the Midlands are 
showing great interest in the 
facilities available for develop- 
ment and extensions in Northern 
Ireland, and in addition to new 
factories, Ulster manufacturers 
have already begun to take on 
sub-contracting work. 

An example of interest to 
the Midland manufacturers 
was the announcement that 
the BSA organisation had 
decided to take over a govern- 
ment factory at Carnmoney, 
County Antrim, which, when 
the manufacturing unit is 
established, will call for a 
labour force of between 500 
and 600 workers. 

As regards tourist traffic, resorts 
are unanimous in saying that the 
1955 season was one of the best. 

In the entertainment world, the 
J. Arthur Rank Organisation has 
bought 12 more cinemas in 
Northern Ireland. This is the 
second group of cinemas to be 
acquired here by the Rank 
Organisation in less than a year. 
In February last year it paid 
£500,000 for 11 cinemas. 
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Population of 
Northern Ireland 


Number Per cent. 
; 


231,145 
114,255 | 
241,184 | 
53,044 


105,448 
132,082 


Antrim 


Down... aa 
Fer Te 
Londonderry (excl. 

the Cty. Borough 
Tyrone ot 


CouNTY 
Boroucnus } 
Belfast .. | 443,680) 32:3 
Lon oo | 50,095 3-7 


* Total .. | 1,370,933 | 100-0 


Census : 1953. 


Shipments of Livestock 
and Agricultural Produce 


£ mn. 
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Linen Cloth Shipments 
in Volume 
(Million sq. yds.) 
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THE OLD ORIGINAL 


Every country of the world ex- 


Some seventy odd years ago the 


writer's grandfather put on the cept Great Britain, where our Dry 


market Ross’s Royal Ginger Ale. Ginger Ale was first favourite. We 


By the time we came to business, ourselves have put on the market 


at the turn of the century, Ross's Tonic Water, Lemonade, etc., 


and they are among the best of 


Royal Ginger Ale—the old original 


Ross’s Royal, in the cylinder their kind. But our grandfather's 


old original Royal Ginger Ale 


bottle with the diamond label— 


had found its way into almost takes a lot of beating—we believe 


every country in the world. it is still the best drink we make. 


Ww. A. ROSS €@& SONS LIMITED BELFAST 


. 


Y ou’ll find the facts in these 
GOVERNMENT 


PUBLICATIONS 


THIS IS ULSTER HOW N.L IS GOVERNED 


64 pp., 150 pictures, oil painting reproduction Illustrated booklet. H.M.S.O. 6d. 
on cloth cover. From H.M. Stationery Office, The following free from Government Publicity 


Chichester St., Belfast. 4/6 (postage 6d.). Office, Stormont Castle, Belfast: 
ULSTER YEAR BOOK N.l. CHARTER 
Comprehensive review of the public services A constitutional study by F. H. Newark, Profes- 
H ad 36 ; spr of Jurisprudence, The Queen’s University, 
nels Belfast. 


FOCUS ON NORTHERN IRELAND 


Pocket size compendium. Thirty pictures and 


MAKE IT IN NORTHERN IRELAND 


Details of Government assistance to firms 


establishing new industries. Free from Ministry map. 

of Commerce, Chichester House, Belfast. OUTPOST OF DEFENCE 
WHO MAKES WHAT An analysis of Northern Ireland's strategic 

: ; importance. By Captain Cyril Falls, formerly 
Directory of Northern Ireland manufacturing ‘ - . 
Chi 

firms. H.MS.O. 2/6. 2 oo of Military History, Oxford 
NORTHERN IRELAND FORESTRY IN N.L 

Its History, Resources and People. By Hugh Historical and present-day survey, prepared by 


Shearman, Ph.D. H.M.S.O. 6d. the Ministry of Agriculture. 
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Promotion keeps Irish 


linen well on top 


[RISH linen is of the greatest 
importance to the economy 
of Ulster. It uses the natural 
asset of flax, and it is en- 
couraging to hear that farmers 
are being helped by the 
Northern Ireland authorities 
to increase the production of 
home grown flax. 

The linen industry draws for 
its labour force upon centuries 
of inherited skill, and the product 
enjoys a prestige value overseas 
with which few other fabrics 
compete. Moreover, contrary to 
the opinion of some pessimists, 
it is likely to maintain its posi- 
tion in Ulster’s economy. 

Constant effort is, however, 
necessary to ensure that Irish 
linen maintains its position and 
its reputation in a highly com- 
petitive textile market, in which 
price and versatility are among 
the most important factors. 


Barriers to exports 


The industry employs some 
50,000 operatives and probably 
exports as high a proportion of 
its production as any industry in 
Great Britain. Around 75 per 
cent of its output is accounted 
for by export, and it has been 
calculated that its overseas cus- 
tomers represent 145 different 
countries. As a mainly export- 
ing industry, it is sensitive to the 
vicissitudes of restricted and 
quota imports, and this year it 
has felt the effects of restrictions 
imposed by South Africa, Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand. 

Yet those who view its over- 
seas prospects with pessimism 
tend to forget that at almost 
any time in recent years Irish 
linen has been the second 
biggest textile exporting indus- 

, establishing on an average 
£18 million worth of linen each 
year. Its biggest competitors 
are France and Belgium. 

In the valuable United States, 
South American and _ colonial 
markets it is the prestige cloth— 
the name Irish linen being one 
with which its continental rivals 
do not strictly compete in pres- 
tige. This factor seems to provide 
an answer to those who see the 
future of the Northern Ireland 
textile industry in man-made 
fibre. 

The post war years have seen a 


new awareness of overseas de- 
mands and preferences in the 
linen industry and the story of its 
economy in recent years is very 
largely the story of planned sales 
which take account of these 
factors. This _ old-established 
trade has shown a flexibility of 
outlook for which it has seldom 
been given credit. 


Changing patterns 


Tartans and “tweed” texture 
linens have taken their place in 
the suiting ranges for men as well 
as for women. In the household 
ranges new and witty prints on 
Irish linen have become a familiar 
story, and a diversity of place 
mat and napkin sets have 
changed the habits of table 
setting. 

These innovations go on side 
by side with the many basic, 
historic, and less publicised 
uses of linen for tailors’ inter- 
linings and pocketings, linen 
thread, and at the very end of 
the scale the finest ecclesiastical 
linens. Dramatic additions to 
the fashion ranges have in- 
cluded new colours, weaves, 
brocades, embroideries and new 
applications which, a_ short 
time ago, would have seemed 
impossible (e.g. the employ- 
ment of dyed damask linen in 
evening dress). 

In its marketing policy, parti- 
cularly in servicing overseas 
markets, the industry faces the 
fact that it is a prestige product 
which, although now almost en- 


A striking example 
of the art of the 
Northern Ireland 
linen industry. 
This pale _ blue 
gossamer linen ball 
gown is minutely 
pleated ; such pro- 
ducts as these help 
to close the trading 
gap of the sterling 
area. 


tirely geared to machines, is 
essentially in character a_ craft 
product. Its individual character 
must be maintained and publi- 
cised. Its name must be pro- 
tected from the many synthetics 
which can be made to look the 
same, but whose performances 
in certain conditions will be 
quite different. This work has 
been vigorously pursued for 
almost 30 years by the Irish 
Linen Guild. 

The Irish Linen Guild, set up 
in 1928, has the following func- 
tions : 

@ To oppose and prevent the 
improper application of the 
word “linen” 

@ To promote and extend the 
use of Irish linen throughout 
the world 

@To educate the younger 
generation to a _ proper 
appreciation 

There is probably no industry 
in the country to which these 
functions are more important, 
and it is doubtful whether there 
exists to-day any organisation 


This scene shows bleached linen yarn being wound on to a weaver’s 
beam for setting up in the loom. 
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which has faced these problems 
so actively over so long a period. 

The importance of publicity 
in its broadest sense of the Irish 
linen industry has been recog- 
nised for a number of years by 
the Northern Ireland govern- 
ment by the grant of a sum to 
be set aside for the purpose. For 
1950 the sum allocated was 
£60,000, and in granting it the 
government has expressed itself 
satisfied with the policy and 
achievements of the Irish Linen 
Guild in its campaign to spread 
information about linen and to 
protect the name. 


Work of committees 

The guild’s activities cover an 
area which includes the US, 
Canada, New Zealand and Latin 
America, and are carried out by 
executive committees all over 
the world. During the past 
five years about £1 million, two- 
thirds of which was raised by the 
industry in its Own resources as 
a supplement to the sum con- 
tributed by the government, has 
been spent on the guild’s work. 

This work has included an 
intensive campaign at home to 
educate shop staffs, and 
through them the public in the 
properties of linen. 

This industry, in fact, is a 
pioneer of the work which is now 
being done in the textile trade 
and elsewhere towards informa- 
tive labelling and the education 
of the public about the properties 
of the things they buy. During 
the past year lectures have been 
given to sales staffs all over the 
country by the Irish Linen Guild’s 
lecturer, and during the spring of 
last year a series of courses was 
held in Belfast for members of 
sales staffs of retail stores. 

These highly successful courses 
are being repeated again this 
year. Last year’s courses were 
well attended, 
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CLUB ORANGE 


THE SPECIALITY SOFT DRINK 


Cantrell & Cochrane, Limited 
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BELFAST STEAMSHIP CO., LTD. BURNS & LAIRD LINES LTD. 


COAST LINES LTD. (Agents) 
Royal Liver Building, Liverpool, 3. 
227, Regent Street, London, W.1. Glasgow, C.2. 
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A beautiful country—with an ever 


widening tourist appeal 


DURING the last five years 
Northern Ireland, small 
though the territory is, has 
moved into the intensely com- 
petitive field of holiday and 
tourist promotion. 

It is no new thing for the 
British public to favour the 
Northern Counties of Ireland. 
Thousands of them have family 
ties. Many more are connected 
through their daily lives with 
either the industry or the com- 
mercial business of the Province. 
Belfast and Glasgow in the ship 
building field, Belfast and Man- 
chester in the textile world, 
Belfast and Liverpool as sister 
ports—these are traditional links. 
Yorkshire and Lancashire and the 
Midlands of England have always 
been suppliers of the big bulk of 
the Ulster holiday trade. 


Spreading the knowledge 


In recent years, however, 
interest has spread widely and 
promotion (a word which must 
be used to cover all techniques of 
publicity) has been introduced to 
spread the knowledge of Northern 
Ireland in every English and 
Scottish market. 

The traditional attractions of 
the country remain the same. 

An Ulster man would call it a 
“tight wee place”: there is 
practically no subject, no activity 
which cannot be examined at 
close range by professional and 
commercial men. They can see 
what happens when on their holi- 
days in agriculture, in medicine, 
in education, in housing. In the 
morning they can be seeing new 
factory construction and in the 
afternoon sunning themselves on 
beaches. 


own government and Parlia- 
ment has been called an experi- 
ment in devolution. Because 
such busmen’s holidays are 
common people from all over 
the world § (naturally the 
majority are from the Com- 
monwealth) have been dis- 
covering Ulster. 

The promotional bodies (the 
statutory Tourist Board and the 
voluntary Tourist Association— 
both are linked) make use of this 
special value. Who, to-day, 
from any country is not inter- 
ested in the development of new 
industries, the philosophy of the 


A corner of the Antrim coast. 


welfare state in practice, the new 
health scheme, free education for 
all, unified transport by road 
and rail ? In this way, the social, 
administrative and commercial 
facets of the Province become 
part of the tourist and holiday 
appeal. 


Natural tourist value 


The Ulster man _ naturally 
gives pride of place to no other 
area compared with his own 
native and beautiful Ulster. Its 
natural tourist value, scenery in 
all its forms, mountains and 
rivers, a wonderful coastline and 
lakeland, sporting rivers and 
loughs, is still practically un- 
spoiled. Like the reception 
accorded visitors by Ulster 
people, which is natural and 
“ready,” the country has a wel- 
coming atmosphere about it. 


Visitors talk of atmosphere 
and easy friendship. To be sure, 
Ulster people are not easily 
typed. For while they have a 
great sense of business, a lot of 
drive and hard thinking. sense, 
they are very easy to get on with 
and have that mixture of Scottish 
pertinacity and Irish wit which 
made someone call them “im- 
vroved Scots.” 


Photo by J. Allan Cash 


Improved air and surface travel is 
constantly bringing Northern Ireland closer to tourists and business 
people in Britain. 


Last year was naturally a good 
one for tourism. But long before 
the exceptionally fine weather of 
July and August there had been 
an excellent response to the pro- 
motional efforts made by press 
and poster, direct mail and many 
other publicity techniques. 


The transport companies had 
reported heavy bookings by air 
and sea as early as mid-January. 
As week followed week through 
the spring, these bookings in- 
creased, and when the brilliant 
weather of July and August 
arrived, the area was already well 
booked up. The weather fillip 
made what promised to be a fair 
season into a really good one. 


New air facilities 


The British European Airways 
people organised many new 
services and Silver City intro- 
duced its first car ferry service in 
the British Isles, bringing new life 
to two old aerodromes at Castle 
Kennedy, Stranraer, and New- 
townards in Co. Down. In all 
BEA had 30,640 passengers to 
and from the Belfast airport in 
July alone and of the company’s 
total carryings on every service, 
the Northern Ireland route repre- 
sents 10 per cent. 


For only part ot last year 
Silver City carried 2,100 cars and 
cycles and 5, 500 passengers. 
Originating a new service from 
Leeds, BKS Air Transport also 
had a very successful season. All 
these companies have announced 
plans for extension this year, an 
index of how traffic is improving. 


Three new ships 


Surface travel, sometimes over- 
looked by concentration on the 
more romantic news of aircraft, 
was not left behind in the race 
for new customers. Liverpool, 
Heysham, Glasgow and Ardrossan 
to Belfast are long established 
and successful routes which will 
always carry the greatest volume 
of passengers. Three new ships 
will be going into service on the 
Heysham route this year. 

In the economics of selling, 
however, the Province has also 
improved. The Tourist Board is 
now completing the fourth year 
of organised educational trips for 
travel agents. Seven locally 
based tour promoters have not 
only held their own in traffic 
figures but improved in 1955 on 
the previous year, while 14 other 
British based promoters intro- 
duced tours to the Six Counties. 


Wide publicity 
organised 


Information services to 
schools and instructors, and to 
welfare officers were expanded 
in 1955. Libraries and travel 
centres throughout’ Britain 
were kept supplied with new 
literature of modern concep- 
tion and mainly in colour. 
Investment in printing  in- 
creases yearly, while distribu- 
tion techniques have been 
intensively studied and applied. 
The British Travel Association 

includes Northern Ireland in ite 
overseas publicity and the effec- 
tiveness of that campaign has 
been easily recognised in the 
streets of Belfast, at Parliament 
Buildings, Civic Chambers and at 
the famous scenic points through- 
out the country. 

It is estimated that about 
10,000 visitors from the United 
States passed through the country 
in 1955 and that about 20.000 
people of other nationalities 
toured the Province, exclusive of 
English, Scots and native Irish. 
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Y es, we can safely say that we scaled the 
highest peaks in packing with our 
Moulded Pulp Products : 


represents one of the most fragile natural products 


An egg for instance 


we know, yet when packed with our trays they can 
be safely conveyed to any part of the world. 

The war years certainly were a headache to us 
as it was to all other manufacturers. Raw ma- 
terials were almost nil and substitutes had to be 


found. 


perience thus bearing out the phrase *‘ 


In experimenting we gained valuable ex- 
necessity 
was the mother of invention,’’ but no manufac- 
turing firm can rest on their laurels, they must be 
wide awake to the demands of the world’s products, 
that is why our research and expansion into new 
fields grows larger daily. 


LURGAN BOXMAKING CO., LTD. 
LURGAN, NORTHERN IRELAND 


Pioneers of Moulded Pulp Egg Packing in Europe. 
Manufacturers of Fruit Punnets, Electric Light Bulb and 
Fluorescent Tube Packs, Bottle Packs, etc. 


LURGAN BOXMAKING CO. LTD. 
Telephone: Lurgan 50 and 453 


AGRICULTURE IS 
NORTHERN IRELAND’S 
GREATEST INDUSTRY 


THE 


ULSTER 
FARMER 


(Estd. 1900) 
serves this Great Industry 


EIGHT MAGAZINES IN ONE. As well as 
General Farming Features there are specialised 
Sections devoted to Pigs—Poultry—Dairying— 
Farm Mechanisation—Young Farmers’ Clubs— 
Beekeeping and the Country Housewife. 

There are more news and views, more 
articles and more worth-while features in The 
Ulster Farmer than in any other Farm Magazine 
published in Northern Ireland. Net sales 
15,652 copies per month. 


The largest PAID SALE of any Farming Journal in Northern 
Ireland. 


Specimen Copy, Rates Cards, etc., from 


(MAGAZINES) LTD 


131 FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 
Telephones: FLEET STREET 1960, 3754, 3133 
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Confident about the future, leading 


Northern Ireland publishers send 


special messages : 


Londonderry—the magnet 


of national advertisers 


ECENTLY in the national 
news was the report that 
a British destroyer had crashed 
into a wharf at Londonderry. 
From time to time the head- 
lines are hit when London- 
derry’s destroyers or aircraft 
(or both) dash to sea in aid of 
ships or planes in distress. 
This only indicates the grow- 
ing importance of the city, but it 
does not really give the full 
picture, for it does not tell of the 
constant inward and outward 
movement of warships and air- 
craft belonging to the forces of 
the United Nations organisation 
which are regularly taking part in 
exercises from Londonderry. 


Role in defence 


The city’s importance having 
been discovered during the last 
war when it played such a lead- 
ing role in the Battle of the 
Atlantic and guarding the 
Western Approaches, it has since 
been steadily developed as a great 
naval base—the Portsmouth of 
Ulster. It also contains Britain's 
principal RAF-RN §anti-sub- 
marine school to which naval and 
air crews of the UN come from 
time to time for up-to-date train- 
ing. Not far distant are a 
number of air stations of in- 
creasing importance and around 
which townships are growing. 

All this is having the effect 
of making Londonderry a cos- 
mopolitan city and an_ inter- 
national port. 


Big port improvements 


Alongside this is the substan- 
tial advance of the trade of the 
port, and it is a significant fact 
that in 1955 the tonnage of 
shipping (foreign, home, coast- 
wise, etc.) entering the port 
topped the million mark for the 
fourth successive year. It is 
surely a good augury as well as 
an illuminating pointer that the 
harbour commissioners are carry- 
ing out extensive schemes of 
improvement to provide greatly 
increased shipping facilities. 

The industrial development of 
the city is going steadily ahead. 


Second city in Northern Ireland 
and the capital of the North 
West, Londonderry serves a great 
hinterland extending deep into 
the prosperous counties of 
Londonderry, Tyrone and Done- 
gal with progressive towns and 
villages and a population of over 
a quarter of a million. 

The city itself has over 30 


By C. D. Milligan, 
editor, Londonderry Sentinel 


factories which carry on its 
staple industry of shirt and 
collar manufacturing and em- 
ploy 8,000 operatives. They 
have never been busier than 
they are now. Three new 
English firms have recently set 
up in this industry in London- 
derry and a fourth is about to 
do so. Other new industries 
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have recently been established 

and there are high hopes of 

more in the present year. 

On the outskirts of the city, on 
both sides of the river Foyle, 
several new housing estates have 
sprung up since the war which 
are really townships in them- 
selves, and the corporation are 
planning to build many more 
houses. 


Additional power 


In conjunction with the 
Northern Ireland government 
and the Electricity Board the cor- 
poration are completing plans for 
the construction of a great new 
generating station at London- 
derry, with an initial capacity of 
60 megawatts and capable of 
expansion up to 150 megawatts 
12 times the capacity of the exist- 
ing station, which is serVing a 
city population of over 50,000 
and a wide surrounding country- 
side. This new scheme, the initial 
cost of which will be £3 million, 
tells its own -story of anticipated 
future development. 

Is it any wonder that London- 
derry is increasingly becoming 
the magnet of national adver- 
tisers? Here indeed is a wonder- 
ful field which promises a fruitful 
reward. 


A new prosperity ahead based on 
a new industrial structure 


ORTHERN Ireland to- 

day is on the theshold of 

the most rapid industrial and 

commercial advance it has 
known since the last century 

Given economic stability in 


says John E. Sayers, 


joint managing editor, Belfast Telegraph 


Britain, we can look forward to 
reaching the goal of full employ- 
ment within the next 10 years. 
In so doing, the Northern Ire- 
land standard of living will be 
raised to the national level and 
the earning power of thousands 


Producing the Britannia 


The Britannia production line at the Short Brothers & Harland works, 


Queens Island, Belfast. 


The prospect is that 50 of these giant aircraft 


will be produced each year. The company’s general engineering divi- 
sion is making a range of other products including a carpet sweeper. 


of men and women will be 
materially increased. 

These bright prospects spring 
from the knowledge that 
Northern Ireland is now in pro- 
cess of being more closely 
integrated with the rest of the 
United Kingdom. The shortage 
of labour in England is giving a 
new value to the manpower 
available in Ulster, and holds 
the promise of more industries 
on the scale of the £8 million 
turbo-alternator works of the 
British Thomson-Houston Co., 
Ltd., which will shortly result in 
the doubling of the size of 
Larne. 


Diversified structure 


By such developments the 
Province is able to look forward 
to a new prosperity, based on a 
broadened and diversified indus- 
trial structure. To quote Lord 
Chandos, chairman of _ the 
Northern Ireland Development 
Council : ‘J am satisfied that the 
anomaly of an under-employed 
Ulster in an over-employed UK 
will not long survive.” 

This confident statement, by 
one of the greatest of British 
industrialists, proves that 
Northern Ireland is about to see 
a very large increase in its trade 
and to become a rich market for 
capital and consumer goods of 
all kinds. 
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New Industries 
for Ulster 


Advertising as a driving force behind Industry and 
Commerce has in recent years become quite a 
fabulous giant as a stimulant for sales. Forceful 
Advertising, carefully planned, is the backbone of 
higher production at low cost. 


Ulster is wide open for new industries and the quality 
of her labour is surpassed nowhere in the world. 
Hard-headed businessmen who are taking advantage 
of these fine opportunities would be wise to call in 
the services of experts in the Advertising field. 
They will find a team of these experts inside the 
Wells Organisation: a body of highly skilled men, 
writers, designers, artists and technical experts 
who in the past have had no little success in helping 
many Northern Ireland firms to find new outlets 
for higher sales. 


Telephones : 43280 - 43289 


WELLS ADVERTISING 


PUBLICITY HOUSE ~- LIMESTONE RD ~- BELFAST 
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The Only Family Magazine Published in Northern Ireland 


ULSTER 
ILLUSTRATED 


| /6d. Bi-monthly 
Do you know we still get parcels with customs declarations 
and references for information to addresses in the Irish 
Republic ? Northern Ireland is an integral part of the United 
Kingdom, there are no customs barriers and all branch office 
activities are carried out direct from Great Britain. 


Yet Northern Ireland is unique in being a self-contained unit 
with definite boundaries, self-government and problems and 
opportunities of its own. Our physical separation from the 
rest of the United Kingdom allows us to retain our independ- 
ence and character, which reflects in our reading. The local 
press in Northern Ireland thus assumes great importance. 


Ulster Illustrated is the only general interest magazine pub- 
lished in Northern Ireland catering for the particular require- 
ments of the Ulsterman. Now in its fourth year of publication, 
this family glossy provides a long life, multi-readership 
medium of quality in which your own announcement can be 
well displayed and yet fit into the local scene and obtain more 
ready acceptance from the cautious Ulsterman. 


If you have not already seen a copy, write for a specimen and 
rate card to the publishers or to our London Office. 


David H. Bond, Ltd., 120 Bank Chambers, 329 High Holborn, W.C.1. 
(HOL 2937) 


ULSTER PRODUCTIONS CO., COMBER, BELFAST 
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Here iris 


BABY SIX PACK 
IN 


‘vo 


They’re delicious 
and just so right 

for the smaller 

family. Manufactured 

from Fresh Irish Pork in 

one of the largest, most 
modern and best 

hygienically equipped food 
factories in Europe. 


Sole Manufacturers 
BELFAST FOOD PRODUCTS LIMITED, 
CASTLEREAGH: BELFAST WN. IRELAND 
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WHITE Lines — 


much more than symbols of safety. One and 
all, White ‘‘lines”’ area joy to the palate, a 
satisfaction to the appetite, an unfailing 
source of nutriment — genuine FOODS. 


Some White lines—White’s Wafer Oats for 
example — have been so long on the market 
as to have become historic. Like White's Jelly 


Crystals, they were 


pioneers, the first— WHITE’S WAFER OATS 

X FLAKED RICE 
and the finest—ever r BAVITA 

manufactured. BRISKIES : R.S.0. FOOD 

WHITE’S JELLY CRYSTALS 

», TABLE CREAMS 

and other proprietary foods 


ESSENCES, FLAVOURS 
& COLOURS for bakers, 
sweet manufacturers, 
mineral water trade, etc. 


WHITE, TOMKINS 
& COURAGE, LTD 


BELFAST : LONDON : LIVERPOOL 
TANDRAGEE : REIGATE : Established 184! 
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The future is faced with confidence by 
leading Northern Ireland publishers 


A growing market to be embraced 
by British manufacturers 


says Colonel J. G. Cunningham 
managing director, Northern Whig and Belfast Post 


HEN _ Lord = Brooke- 

borough, Prime Minister 
of Northern Ireland, issued his 
message of Christmas greetings 
to the people of the Province, 
he did more than express the 
time-honoured hope that the 
next 12 months would bring 
prosperity. 

“In domestic matters,” he 
wrote, “the people of Northern 
Ireland can look forward to 
1956 in the expectation that it 
will be one of solid achievement. 

1 feel confident that the 
continuous activities of the 
government to promote addi- 
tional employment for the people 
of Northern Ireland, stimulated 
by the inspiration and enthusiasm 
of Lord Chandos and his col- 
leagues, will usher in a period of 
fruitful industrial development 
and expansion.” 

Lord Chandos gave Northern 
Ireland its “new outlook” when 


he accepted the chairmanship of 
the Northern Ireland Develop- 
ment Council last autumn, and 
during a recent visit to the Pro- 
vince to see for himself he said 
he thought the council and the 
government would break the back 


of the unemployment problem in 
a reasonable period—not in a 
number of years, but rather a 
number of months. 


While these developments are 
in train, Ivan Neill, the Minister 


Future for advertising 
generally looks good 


WE had the pleasant ex- 
perience in July of 
seeing our expectations far 
surpassed when we celebrated 


Making ships in Belfast 


= 


Ship building in Belfast. 


clothing industries. 


—— 


Photo by J. Allan Cash 


During the past year the employment 
position in Northern Ireland has shown considerable improvement. 
There is plenty of work on hand for the ship building, aircraft, and 
Engineering generally is prosperous. 


says R. Kirkwood, 


director, Irish News 


our centenary with a special 
issue and an 80-page supple- 
ment. Many advertisers were 
very welcome guests on that 
occasion. Many more would 
have been with us if we could 
have found room for all who 
wanted to join us. 

However, we cannot go on 
eating birthday cake, even though 
it is a centenary cake. But our 
happy experience makes us very 
optimistic. 


Pleasant spectacles 


May not the prophet be for- 
given if he puts on rose coloured 
spectacles as he views the future? 
Anyway, he is not being invited, 
in these columns, to say what he 
thinks the eventual outcome of 
H bomb tests will be. His theme 
holds nothing of dread or mis- 
giving. 


Nothing insurmountable 


The future for advertising, for 
ourselves and for the press 
generally looks good. There 
have been no serious set-backs 
during the past year. For those 
who have the will to make pro- 
gress there are no insurmountable 
obstacles in the path. 

The link between our adver- 
tisers and ourselves will be 
lengthened and _ strengthened. 
That at least is our hope for this 
year. 


of Labour, has been able to re- 


port that prospects for existing 
industries for 1956 are good. 
There are shipbuilding and air- 
craft orders in hand, plenty of 
activity in the clothing trade, 
while engineering generally is 
prosperous. 

Moreover, the employment 
position has shown considerable 
improvement in the past year— 
this, it is to be noted, against the 
background of growth at the 
approximate rate of 3,000 a year 
in the insured population. 


Point of importance 


Need I add anything to these 
statements? They speak for 
themselves in stressing that 
Northern Ireland is an expand- 
ing market to be embraced by 
British manufacturers. There is 
just one point that cannot be 
underlined too often—that British 
goods enter Northern Ireland 
completely free of any kind of 


duty; the Province being an 
integral part of the United 
Kingdom. 


Progress 
in the 
air 
[HE year at Short Brothers 


& Harland has been ore 
of steady development. 


The submarine hunter, Sea- 
mew, has gone into full produc- 
tion for the Royal Navy and 
RAF Coastal Command, and 
further orders for Britannia air- 
craft have been received bringing 
the total up to 16. The first of 
these aircraft, a Mark 300, should 
be completed by October, 1956, 
and if sufficient orders are forth- 
coming the production facilities 
at Queen's Island will be able to 
‘turn out 50 each year. 


In the late autumn, the com- 
pany produced their 100th Can- 
berra jet bomber. 


The Farnborough Air Display. 
in September, placed emphasis on 
the production aspect of the Sea- 
mew, while on the company’s 
main stand the focal point of 
interest was provided by a 25-foot 
guided missile, on show for the 
first time to the public. 


A subsidiary stand was devoted 
entirely to the products of the 
company’s precision engineering 
division, including the Short 
analogue computer, currently 
being manufactured for home 
and export markets and a new 
flight. simulator, developed for 
use with the computor. 

The general engineering divi- 
sion, which is housed at Glen 
Factory, Newtonwards, continues 
to produce the “Metoluk” carpet 
sweeper and “Bambi” stand 
which are finding profitable 
markets both at home and over- 
seas. 
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Celebrating the centenary 


this year one Belfast 


factory claims its 


Tobacco output sets 


world record 


ALTHOUGH tobacco pro- 
cessing and manufacture 
is carried on in various parts 
of the United Kingdom, 
Northern Ireland has long 
been famous for its produc- 
tion of Irish roll and high 
quality tobaccos. 

This industry is of great im- 
portance to Northern Ireland and 
during 1952 over £84 million 
worth of tobacco was imported 
into Belfast. This large centre 
of industry employs thousands of 
people on tobacco and cigarette 
manufacture. A great many of 
these people are employed by 
Gallaher’s who own one of 
Belfast's largest factories and who 
are celebrating their centenary 
this year. 

Although production is very 
high in the United States, this 
factory at Belfast still claims 
to have the greatest output of 
pipe and hard tobaccos any- 
where in the world. 

Apart from a small proportion 


of tobaccos and cigarettes, the 
main outlets for the Belfast 
factory are in the UK. Some of 
the tobacco manufactured goes 
to the domestic trade in Northern 
Ireland and Gallaher Ltd. pro- 
duces a de luxe cigarette speci- 
ally for this market. Although 
known as “Blues,” it is the only 
one of their brands which has 
acquired a name by which it is 
bought, but which does not 
appear on the packet nor is, in 
fact, the brand name—this being 
Gallaher’s “De Luxe.” 


Meeting the demand 


Like many other industries in 
Northern Ireland, the tobacco 
trade is developing and increas- 
ing output to satisfy an ever 
growing demand. At Lisnafillan 
near Ballymena, the company 
have a second factory which pro- 
duces cigarettes and tobacco 
brands, many of them being 
packed in airtight tins. 

In Belfast can be found some 


Bringing machinery to business 


ie o TaRnE we ee 


Lord Chandos, extreme right, chairman of the Northern Ireland 
Development Council, is seen here at the Castlereagh factories of the 


British Tabulating Machine Co., 


during the course of his tour of 


some of the 100 new firms which have opened in Northern Ireland 
since the war. 


Invitation 
to dance 


OME dancing! It’s as 

bright and gay inside as 
we are,” is the silent message 
with which the new illumin- 
ated signs on the Plaza Ball- 
room, Belfast, capture public 
attention. 

Owned by Mecca (Dancing) 
Ltd., the exterior of the Plaza has 
been remodelled by the addition 
of bright amber and “sign white” 
fluorescent lighting beneath the 
canopy at its main entrance and 
by mounting above it new illu- 
minated signs manufactured and 
installed by Claude-General Neon 
Lights Ltd. 

The new centre piece is an eye- 
catching vertical sign spelling the 
name “Plaza.” Each letter is 
composed of magenta colour 
tubing superimposed on a double 
sided hexagonal box outlined in 
green tubing. Above this sign is 
a double sided “V” shaped panel, 


of the most modern tobacco ware- 
houses in the world, and those 
which belong to Gallaher’s are 
equipped with the most up-to- 
date methods of mechanical 
handling. 

Most of the tobacco for manu- 
facture in Belfast is carried to 
Northern Ireland by Head Line 
ships which are owned by the 
Ulster Steam Ship Co., Ltd. 
Built by Harland and Wolff Ltd., 
they are manned almost entirely 
by Ulstermen. Large hatches, 
ample holds (served by the most 
modern cargo handling gear), 
ensure that valuable cargo will be 
carried under ideal conditions and 
be quickly and safely loaded and 
discharged. 

On leaving the bonded ware- 
houses, the barrels and cases of 
tobacco must be checked for 
weight, moisture content, etc. In 
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Opal Perspex faces with red 
Perspex returns have been used 
for canopy signs. 


six feet in length each side of 
which carries the word: “Mecca,” 
in magenta colour tubing, and 
has a border of light green 
tubing. 

Canopy signs are of another 
pattern. 


addition to its tobacco and 
cigarette manufacture, Gallaher’s 
also make many thousands of 
pounds of snuff during the year. 

It is a sign of the times (and 
of the progress which is now 
being made) that many of the 
different packings of individual 
brands, which were discontinued 
during the war, are now coming 
back into production; Park 
Drive cigarettes, for example, are 
poe packed in fives, 10’s, and 
0's. 


Developments in mind 


The increase in consumption of 
tobacco and cigarettes during the 
last few years shows no sign of a 
decline. In fact, to meet tthe 
expanding demand for its brands, 
Gallaher’s are constantly review- 
ing the situation and planning for 
future developments. 


Ship and marine engine 
orders at high level 


URING 1955 Harland 
and Wolff Ltd. launched 
14 merchant vessels and a 
number of naval and small 
craft totalling 152,706 gross 
tons, and produced main pro- 
pelling machinery totalling 
153,480 ihp. Of these, 11 
merchant vessels and small 
craft aggregating 123,068 gross 
tons were launched at Belfast. 
This was the 16th successive 
year when over 100,000 gross 
tons of merchant vessels were 
launched in one year. 
Ship owners placed many more 


orders last year than during the 
previous two, and the company 
obtained a fair share of them. 
ensuring a steady measure of 
employment for some time to 
come. 


Sea and land 


On the engineering side, con- 
tracts are in hand for marine 
diesel engines to be installed in 
hulls being built by other ship- 
builders in Great Britain, also a 
number of diesel engine sets for 
land installations and gas and air 
compressors for both home and 
overseas markets. 
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To cover fully the 1,000,000 Provincial 
Population of Northern Ireland 
YOU MUST INCLUDE THE | 


ULSTER ASSOCIATED 
PRESS 


a group of newspapers with an impressive circulation and an inclusive | 
flat rate. These papers are the family newspapers of their districts. They are : 


ARMAGH GUARDIAN Co. Armagh 
BALLYMENA OBSERVER Co. Antrim | 
BANBRIDGE CHRONICLE Co. Down 
COLERAINE CHRONICLE Co. Derry | 
CO. DOWN SPECTATOR Co. Down 
DOWN RECORDER Co. Down 

IMPARTIAL REPORTER Co. Fermanagh 
LISBURN STANDARD Co. Antrim 
LURGAN MAIL Co. Armagh 
NEWTOWNARDS CHRONICLE Co. Down 
NEWTOWNARDS SPECTATOR Co. Down | 
PORTADOWN NEWS Co. Armagh 
PORTADOWN TIMES Co. Armagh 
STRABANE WEEKLY NEWS Co. Tyrone 
TYRONE CONSTITUTION Co. Tyrone | 
TYRONE COURIER Co. Tyrone 

ULSTER GAZETTE Co. Armagh 


NET SALES 114,000 
member of A.B.C. 
Fullest information from the London Manager 


E. E. PRESTON 
69 + FLEET STREET ~- LONDON 


E.C.4 


The Spirit of the Age 


FAMOUS OVER 300 YEARS 


Telephone: CENtral 3952 Telegrams: EDPRES, FLEET, LONDON l 0 I ( 0 l (| t l’ l’ 


All information from— 
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NORTHERN IRELAND 


AveLe male labour 
available for Heavy 
and Light Industries. 
Excellent and Cheap 
operating facilities. 
Ideal port and 
splendid Rail 
Communications. 


The Town Clerk, 
Guildhall, 
Londonderry. 


ONE OF THE WORLD'S GREAT WHISKIES 
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This Cock will sell to 
Inish Communities 
the world aver 


The last issue of BurKE’s Lanpep Gentry OF IRELAND was published 
44 years ago. But copies are still greatly in demand—for as much 
as eight times the publication price. 


Much has happened in the meantime. Irish families are to be found 
the world over. Thousands of them have reached positions of 
wealth, power and influence and are prominent and respected in all 
walks of life. 


Several hundred advance orders for the new volume have already been 
received from the Irish homeland, but by far the greater part of the 
copies will go to the thousands of Irish communities overseas. There, 
wherever the Irish have attained prominence, the 1957 edition of 
Burxe’s Lanpep GENTRY oF IRELAND will be frequently consulted, 
discussed, shown with pride. Over the coming years each copy 
will enjoy a quite unique concentration of attention and advertisers 
whose prestige announcements find a place therein will enjoyworld-wide 
and long-lasting publicity in an unusually influential market. 


Make your reservation now, for advertisement space is limited. 


Burke's 
Landed Gentry of ireland 


Published by Burke's Peerace Liwrrep 
180 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4 
Telephone WATerloo 3388 (20 lines) 
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The traditional spirit— 


one of the main exports 


By ROBERT C. McKIMM, 


secretary, The Northern Ireland Distillers and 


Wholesale 


[RISH whiskey—industry or 
art? 

Perhaps it might be correct to 
say that it is an industry that has 
developed from an art; an art 
that goes back so far that its 
origin is lost in the mists of time. 


In fact, its ancient origin is 
strikingly demonstrated by a 
casual reference in the biblio- 
graphy of the trade to the intro- 
duction of the malting of barley 
for making whiskey in “modern 
times.” An accurate check reveals 


| that the modern times referred to 
| mean 


the year 1590—which is 
long enough ago for most of us. 
And 1608 was the birth date 
| of Old Bushmills Whiskey, now 
famous all over the world. But 
there are pundits who claim that 
it was made unofficially before 
that, and it probably was, for that 
was the year when Sir Thomas 
Phillips, King’s Deputy of the 
Plantation of Ulster, had the fore- 
sight to issue a distillers’ licence 
to himself under powers con- 
ferred on him by an Act passed 
| in Drogheda in 1556. 


Very well known 


That made it legal and it has 
not only been legal, but also 
one of Northern Ireland's 
greatest exports ever since ; in 
fact, there are people in the 
United States who could not 
name the capital of Ulster but 
who could say without hesita- 
tion where the whiskey is made. 


The doughty Sir Thomas 
Phillips (his original licence is 
still in existence, by the way) was 
not content with a mere home 
market among the farmers of 
Antrim. Soon, the “quality” of 
London were discussing and 
approving this mellow beverage 
from the King’s Plantation in 
Ulster and we find that Sir 
William Cockayne, Lord Mayor 
of London (whose name is per- 
petuated in the word “Cockney”), 
got so deeply into Sir Thomas’ 
debt that he had to discharge it 
by the conveyance of lands in 
North Antrim. 


On Christmas Day, 1661, that 
whiskey became liable to duty 
to the extent of 4d. per gallon, 
but this was honoured more in 
the breach than the observance 
for more than a century until 
distillers came under Excise Sur- 
vey in 1784. Even 30 years after 
that, however, there were esti- 
mated to be at least 20,000 illicit 
stills in Ireland. 


We are more law-abiding to- 


ine and Spirit Merchants’ Association 


day—even though the duty has 
increased by over 600 per cent 
since then, making whiskey the 
most heavily taxed product in 
existence. But Bushmills still 
produces the traditional spirit, 
and exports it to add to the fame 
of Northern Ireland throughout 
the world. 


The manufacturing process, 
and the product, are unchanged 
and traditional. Yet there is 
another side to the distilling in- 
dustry that is playing an ever- 
increasing part in its prosperity. 
It derives from the revival, two 
years ago, of the manufacture of 
grain whiskey (as distinct from 
malt whiskey) at the Coleraine 
distillery of the Old Bushmills 
Company. 

Grain whiskey, made in a 
patent still, is used for blending 
with malt or pot-still whiskey to 
produce a lighter spirit to suit 
certain markets and tastes, and 
this enterprise (the first major ex- 
tension of the industry for many 
years) is playing an ever-increas- 
ing part in the Province’s export 
trade. 


But the art is as important to- 
day as it was when the “quality” 
of London spoke in praise of the 
product of Bushmills, and the ink 
was still unfaded on Sir Thomas 
Phillips’ licence of 1608. 


NORTHERN IRFLAND 


> 


Me 


Railway posters featuring the 

charm of Northern Ireland's 

scenery are helping to swell the 

tourist trade. About 300,000 

holidaymakers visit the Province 
each year. 
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Occupying a site of about five acres the new Cantrell & Cochrane 
company’s plant will be one of the most modern in Europe. 


New factory established 
for soft drinks output 


[HE present well-known 

factory premises of 
Cantrell & Cochrane, in 
Victoria Square, Belfast, will 
soon no longer be the familiar 
Northern Ireland headquarters 
of this 104-year-old organisa- 
tion. The premises have been 
used for this last 84 years and 


REE a aa 
To cover the North-West of 
Ireland effectively 
you MUST advertise in 


The 
Derry Journal 


Largest circulation of any 
paper published in the 
North-West area. 
Certified figures supplied 
on application to Head 
Office, 3-5-7, Shipquay 
Street, Derry, Ireland 


or to 


E. E. PRESTON 
69 Fleet Street 
London Representative 


have become too cramped to 
cope with the growth of busi- 
ness. 

In 1948 the company acquired 
five acres of land about two miles 
from the centre of Belfast, on the 


Castlereagh Road, and the build- | 


ing of a new factory began in 
June, 1954. 

A pilot production is already 
under way, and it is hoped that 
full production will be achieved 
by May. The welfare and com- 
fort of the members of the staff 
have been of prime considera- 
tion; canteen facilities, central 
heating throughout and proxi- 
mity to the country should prove 
an ideal setting for this soft 
drinks factory, which, it is 
hoped, will be one of the most 
up-to-date in Europe. 

When completed, this factory 
will supply the output of Cantrell 
& Cochrane's soft drinks for the 
Province of Ulster, and from it 


Opportunities 
= AM firmly persuaded that 


many British and American | 


firms will find advantageous op- 
portunities in Northern Ireland. 
. .. The success of the plants and 
factories established since the 
war is almost uniform.”—Lord 
Chandos. 


supplies will be distributed to the 
company’s depots at Ballymena, 
Coleraine, Cookstown, Ennis- 
killen, Lurgan, Londonderry, 
Newry and Omagh. 

With the efforts of the 
Northern Ireland Government 
and those of the Northern Ire- 
land Development Coungjl, to 
bring increased prosperity to the 
Province, this large investment 
of capital by such an old-estab- 
lished firm constitutes a strong 
expression of confidence in the 
future prosperity of this section 
of the United Kingdom. 
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Over 28,000 farmers 
throughout Northern Ireland 


read... 


the FARMERS’ JOURNAL 


(Official Organ of the Ulster Farmers’ Union) 


THE ONLY NORTHERN IRELAND 
FARMING PUBLICATION 
MEMBER OF THE AUDIT 
BUREAU OF CIRCULATIONS 


* A.B.C. figures 
July to December, 1955 
28,031 


copies monthly 


Rate cards, specimen copy, etc., from 


THE FARMERS’ JOURNAL 
69 FLEET STREET - LONDON - E-C-4 
TELEPHONE: FLEet Street 5453 


The Commercial 
Insurance Company 


of Ireland Ltd. 


(Incorporated in Northern Ireland) 


The Company offers to Industry 
and Commerce an immediate 
and efficient service. 


The wide recognition of the 
Company’s service and facilities 
in all matters affecting insurance 
is the foundation and the reason 
of its success to-day. 


Head Office: 
10 DONEGALL SQUARE SOUTH, 
BELFAST 


BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 
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LONDONDERRY 


The fourth city in Ireland. 
The second city in Northern Ireland. 
The capital of North-West Ulster. 
A cosmopolitan city. 
A great naval base. 
Headquarters of the R.A.F.- 
R.N. anti-submarine training school. 
Is regularly visited by U.N.O. 
ships and planes. 
Is surrounded by a prosperous 
rural community. 


LONDONDERRY 
is a Fertile Field for the British advertiser 


and 


THE LONDONDERRY 
SENTINEL 


(Established 1829) 


is the only paper published in the area on the mornings 
of Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 


and its area coverage—Londonderry City and County, 
County Tyrone, County Antrim (North) and 
County Donegal—has a population of over 
475,000. 


Head Office: 
Pump Street, Londonderry. Tel: Londonderry 2678 
London Office: 


80, Fleet Street, E.C.4. Tel: FLEet 4438 


If you have a product to sell — 
Advertise in “ The Londonderry Sentinel’’ 


Technical skill, co-operation and 
inimitable service over a quarter 
of a century has achieved inter- 
national prestige for Scottish 
Studios in the fields of Creative 
Design, Precision Photography 
and Process Engraving, compre- 
hensive to advertisers, their 
Agents, and Printers. 


BELFAST 


RESIDENT IRISH REPRESENTATIVE 
BELFAST 25077 


H MARTIN HAMILTON 


ROYAL AVENUE 


THE SYMBOL OF 
RAFTMANSHIP 


¥ 175 Minutes 


+ 


“CLASSIFIEDS”? 
pull 


Advertiser’s Weekly 


Phone yours to WATerloo 3388 
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Steady export progress 
- —and record savings 


Encouraging results in the field of foreign trade have been gained 
in Northern Ireland. A high level of saving has also been achieved. 


[HE developments during 
the last few years in 

Northern Ireland's foreign 

trade are bearing fruit in ways 

other than the provision of 

more employment. 

Figures issued in August show 


| that for the first time since 1947 
| the excess of imports over exports 
| in 1954 showed a reduction when 


the balance of trade fell by £6.3 


| million to £148 million. The 


1947 balance was £11.9 million 
and it reached its highest point 
in 1951 when it stood at £41 
million. 

In 1954 the trade figure of 
£552.2 amillion, a rise of £55 
million, was a record. Of the 
total imports 76 per cent was im- 
ported from and through Great 
Britain. Figures for the last few 


years are given in an accompany- 


ing table. 


Joint stock banks 


Reviewing the financial situa- 
tion, eight joint stock banks, 
three of which—the Belfast Bank- 
ing Company, the Northern Bank 
and the Ulster Bank—are domi- 


| ciled there, operate in Northern 
| Ireland. 


_Four of the remainder 
are domiciled in Eire and one, 


| the National Bank, in England. 


Recent announcements regard- 
ing Savings Banks show that the 
Belfast Savings Bank had a 
record year. On November 20 
the open accounts numbered 
325,464, as compared with 


| 303,524 at the end of the previous 
| financial year. 
| marked progress in the small 

savings campaign in 1955, which 
| resulted in a total of £150 million 


There was also 


invested—an increase of some 
£500,000 during the year. 


Excellent achievement 


The recruitment of more 
than 50,000 new savers was 
the outstanding achievement, 
slightly above the figure aimed 
at, whereas in other parts of 
the UK the average was only 
92 per cent of the target figure. 
To conclude this review, we 

cannot do better than quote from 
a speech of Lord Chandos: 
“There could be no greater mis- 
take . . . than to regard Northern 
Ireland as a depressed area. It 
is, on the whole a thriving com- 
munity with a highly developed 
industry. Its unemployed are, in 
Britain’s state of labour shortage, 
more wisely and truly regarded 
as a potential asset than a per- 
manent liability.” 


Foreign Trade of 
Northern Ireland 
(£ million) 


| 1949 | 1951 1953 1934 

_ ——E — os 
Exports ... | 163 | 217 | 237 | 26 
Imports ... | 189 258 | 259 | 283 
Total 


| 382 | 475 496 | 552 


Linen Cloth Shipments 
to Overseas Markets 


| Million 


1925-35 (average) | 


1934... 
1955 (estd.) 


Linen Cloth Percentage 
Share of Exports 
1955 1954 
__ “Jan. - Oct.) 


United States ... 38-0 
British Common- 

wealth and Eire 25-9 
Europe, Sweden, 

Norway, Den- 

mark, and Ma- 


wa. ose 
Sth. America and 
b 


Cuba ... ae 
Asia (chiefly Thai- 
land) ... oe 


The DDDDDPDDDDSSPDD 


Ulster 


Young Farmer 


An attractive monthly journal 
published and read by the 
progressive young farmers o, 
Northern Ireland 


18 Donegall Square East, 


Belfast. 
LONDON OFFICE : 
David H. Bond, 
120 Bank Chambers, 
329 High Holborn, W.C.1 


Telephone : Hol. 2937 
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85 WEARS 
of progress... 


OUNDED in the year 1871, the House of Inglis has grown from obscurity to 


one of the greatest bakeries in the United Kingdom, giving regular employment 


to thousands of Ulster men and women. Developments on a large scale took 


place in 1937, and in that year a separate factory for the making of biscuits was opened 


at Connswater in Belfast. Although the acute shortage of raw materials during the war 


years somewhat restricted the growth of the business, 1955 saw further developments, 


and in that year the new Biscuit and Cake Bakery was completed. The demand for 


Inglis Quality Cakes and Biscuits has in the past been far greater than the production 


capacity of the factory, and in the near future, with increased manufacturing facilities, 


we can meet the ever-increasing demand for our products. 


LIS Des 
bread, cakes & biscuits 


INGUS & CO. LTD. BELFAST 


‘ 
7 py € Compas ivy 


Printed by St. Clements Press Limited, Portugal Street, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, for the proprietors, Business Publications Limited, 
registered offices: /80 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4, England (Waterloo 3388). 
Advertisement, Editorial and Sales office: Mercury House, 109-119 Waterloo Road, London, S.E.1 (Waterloo 3388). 
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JOHN KELLY LTD 


SHIPOWNERS 


LARGEST COAL IMPORTERS IN IRELAND 


Head Office 
23, STATION STREET 
BELFAST 


Branches 
WARRENPOINT, LONDONDERRY, COLERAINE 
CARRICKFERGUS 


AGENCY AT LIVERPOOL 


Bunkers Supplied Lighterage Contractors 


Owners of 
WARRENPOINT HARBOUR AND DOCKS 


Agency Department 


AGENTS IN NORTHERN IRELAND FOR:— 
Houseman & Thompson Ltd. Water Treatment 
Specialists. N.C.B. By-Products —Synthaprufe, Presomet 
and Presotim. Xzit (G.B.) Ltd.—Refractory Coatings. 


ALLIED COMPANIES: Wm. M. Barkley & Sons, Ltd., Belfast. John Milligen & Co., Ltd., Belfast. 
R. & D. A. Duncan, Ltd., Belfast. Alexander King, Ltd., Belfast. T. & J. Connick, Ltd., Dundalk. 
Robt. McCowen & Sons Ltd., Tralee. 


Authorised Distributors for Fuel Oil for Shell-Mex & B.P. Ltd. 


aa Lae. fe 2° ee | ee, ae St. i ae? 2a ar 
— ‘ ; oT - ca “f ite — iy ” - - 
- eee 
a 
iat 
RI EP A CRE ER A RA 
‘" 
P 
_ 
4 
ie 8 
ae Se 
cana 
an " 
oe 
pe 
- 
Bt 
«= 
ba 
4 
ee 
7 | 
ba: § 
Cw A 
4 
os 
: ee 
' i 
as 
. 
a 
4 
os « . ‘ 


